
 

 

PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Thursday, 25 June 2015 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor Wardle (Chair); Councillors Shakil Ahmed, Susan Emmott, 
Greenall, O'Neill, Rashid, Rush, Stott, Sullivan and Zaman 
 
OFFICERS:   R. Carney, R. Coley and J. Gilligan (Economy and Environment 
Directorate), M. Hardman and N. Scanlon (Customer and Corporate Services) 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillors Cecile Biant, Surinder Biant, James Gartside 
and Winkler, and approximately 40 members of the public. 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillor Brett, Councillor Sheerin and Councillor 
West 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
4 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
ERECTION OF 12 WIND TURBINE GENERATORS AND RELATED 
DEVELOPMENT - LAND TO THE EAST AND WEST OF ROOLEY MOOR ROAD 
5 The Director of Economy and Environment reported on planning application 
14/00877/FUL for the erection of 12 wind turbine generators (maximum height to tip 
of 125m), construction of access tracks and crane pads, formation of borrow pits for 
the extraction of stone for on-site construction work, erection of 70m high 
meteorological mast, erection of a substation, transformer housing, control room and 
associated laydown area, and construction compound, associated infrastructure and 
development ancillary thereto on land to the east and west of Rooley Moor Road, 
Rochdale.  
 
The Director of Economy and Environment introduced the proposal, advising that 
part of the development was within the Rossendale Borough Council area and that 
that Council would be giving consideration to that part of the development in due 
course.  The Committee was advised that during the course of the application 
Supplementary Environmental Information had been submitted by the applicant 
which proposed an alternative eight turbine scheme in respect of which a split 
decision could be issued.  Members’ attention was drawn to the nine reasons for 
refusal of the application, eight reasons in respect of the eight turbine scheme, as 
presented in the submitted report.   
 
The Director of Economy and Environment advised of matters arising since 
preparation of the submitted report.  The Council had received correspondence from 
the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the morning of the meeting indicating that they had 
accepted a technical proposal from the developer to mitigate the unacceptable 
effects of the proposed development on radar, and that the MOD was prepared to 
remove its objection to the proposed development subject to the application of 
particular planning conditions, details of which were advised to the Committee; 
should the Committee be minded to amend any of the conditions proposed by the 
MOD, the MOD would welcome discussion on such amendments.  The Committee 
was asked to note that the reason for refusal on aviation safety (reason 9) was based 
solely on the technical objection from the MOD and that Officers now had no 
technical evidence which would point to harm being caused to aviation safety.  On 
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this basis, it was now recommended that the ninth reason for refusal, as shown in the 
submitted report, be deleted and that the application should be refused for reasons  
1 – 8 in the report. 
 
The Committee was further advised on the implications arising from the Statement of 
the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government made on 18th June 
2015 in relation to the consideration and determination by local planning authorities 
of planning applications relating to applications for wind energy development; the 
National Planning Practice Guidance and the House of Commons Note ‘Planning for 
Onshore Windfarms’ had both been updated and revised to reflect the Ministerial 
Statement.  Officers had undertaken a review of the Statement as it pertained to the 
matter before the Committee, gave an assessment as to material considerations 
arising, and concluded that the relevant part related solely to the transitional 
provision for the consideration of applications already under consideration at the time 
of the Statement such that “local planning authorities can find the proposal 
acceptable if, following consultation, they are satisfied it has addressed the planning 
impacts identified by local communities and therefore has their backing”.  Officers 
considered that all the submitted environmental information has, following extensive 
consultation and due assessment, not addressed the planning impacts identified by 
officers, consultants working on behalf of the local planning authority, statutory and 
non-statutory consultees, representations made by the local community affected by 
the proposals and others.  It was considered that the report before Members, which 
included nine (now eight) reasons for refusal, set out the Council’s position.   
 
Reference was made to email correspondence received by the Council on the 
morning of the meeting on behalf of the applicant.  This requested consideration of 
the removal of reason for refusal 4 within the submitted report, querying whether 
such a reason could be applied and that there were no reasons why the impacts on 
the fabric and character of Rooley Moor Road could not be addressed by a 
‘Grampian’-type condition which would recognise that appropriate mitigation could be 
achievable over the course of the proposed development.  Officers noted the 
lateness of the submission given that reports on the planning application had been 
published for several weeks, advised that the matters had been considered 
previously and again on receipt of the correspondence, and further advised that on 
such further consideration it was found that reason 4 should not be removal from the 
submitted report and should remain.  
 
The Committee considered the views of Mr Nigel Morrell, Mrs Joan Snowden and Dr 
Steve Davison who addressed Members on behalf of the objectors to the application.   
 
The Committee considered the views of Mr Edward Romaine who addressed 
Members on behalf of the applicant, Coronation Power.    
 
The Committee also considered the views of Councillor Cecile Biant, Ward Member 
for the Spotland and Falinge Ward, and of Councillors Winkler and James Gartside, 
Ward Members for the Norden Ward, who addressed Members in respect of the 
proposal.  
 
DECIDED – That planning permission be refused for reasons 1 – 8 as detailed 
in the submitted report.   
 
 


	Minutes

